
MAORI RESERVE
LANDS SETTLEMENT

For the past eight years, Pukeroa 
Oruawhata Trust has worked within the 
framework of OMA – the Organisation of 
Maori Authorities – with a group of Land 
Trusts and Incorporations from around 
the country. The purpose was to 
negotiate with the Crown to gain 
recognition of the inadequate rentals 
available on Maori lands through 
prescribed leases set down in statute 
by Parliament.

The total value of the settlement to all 
parties under OMA’s umbrella was $47.5 
million. The value to Pukeroa Oruawhata 
Trust was $1.8 million. This settlement 
relates directly to the reserved land 
perpetual leases on all the properties 
owned and administered by the Trust, 
such as the properties at Ti Street, Froude 
Street, Pukuatua Street and Tarewa Road.
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CELEBRATION DAY FOR NGATI WHAKAUE!
The questionnaires completed at the 
recent Pukeroa Oruawhata AGM relating 
to the investment of this fund are
currently being examined by the Trustees.

RETURN OF
QEII HOSPITAL LANDS

All of the land on which the QEII Hospital 
is and Gardenholm was located has finally 
been returned to Ngati Whakaue, after 
many years of negotiations by the 
Trustees. At least three other parties 
involved in the negotiations actively 
worked to obstruct an early resolution 
– another example of the reluctance by 
the Crown to resolve issues pertaining 
to ownership of Maori land.

As with the Railways Land, a separate 
company has been established to operate 
this land as a commercial entity. The 
new company is called Pukeroa Lakefront 
Holdings Ltd and will be a wholly owned 
subsidiary of Pukeroa Oruawhata Trust. 
The directors of the new company will 
report back to shareholders at the Trust 
AGM.

On Saturday 14 December Ngati	
W h a k a u e  a r e  i n v i t e d  t o  	
a celebration to mark the 

resolution of two major issues with the
Crown by Pukeroa Oruawhata Trust:

•	 The successful negotiation of the 
Maori Reserved Lands Settlement 
worth $1.8 million; and

•	 The return of the QEII Hospital Lands	
to Ngati Whakaue ownership.

The day will begin at 3.00 PM with a 
summary from the negotiators, a 
presentation from a representative of 
each of the six koromatua and korero by 
our kaumatua.

We will then go over to Whakaturia for 
the Kaumatua Dinner. Everyone’s invited 
but we do ask that you register first so
we know how many to cater for. Please 
phone 343 1050.

QEII land returned



Ngati Whakaue Tribal Lands Inc.

The poll vote on a resolution that 
the CoM call a Special General Meeting 
to consider a special resolution to 
allow proxy voting for committee
elections was subsequently lost.  

The share vote result was:

For the Resolution
31,515.24	
Against the Resolution	
61,684.07

POSTAL VOTING
PROVES POPULAR

Shareholders gave a collective 
“thumbs up” to the new postal 
electoral option introduced for 
this years CoM elections. Returns 
showed a marked increased over proxy 
voting cast last year. 

According to NWTLI secretary Ian 
Hulton over 448 postal votes came 
in before the AGM and a further 58 
votes were posted on the day of the 
AGM. This compares with a total of 
210 votes cast for the 2001 elections,
of which 101 were proxy votes.

Mr Hulton said postal votes came in 
from Australia and even one from 
Denmark.

The results of the election of 	
the three successful members to	
the Committee of Management

(CoM) are:	

CANDIDATE	 NO. OF VOTES	
Hamuera Mitchell	 301,892.43	

Bill Kingi	 235,081.71	
Taiwhanake Eru	 227,693.03

The new CoM is Selwyn Bennett, Tai 
Eru (who replaces Tanira Kingi), Bill 
Kingi, Hamuera Mitchell, Sir Howard 
Morrison, Tupara Morrison and David 
Thomas.

Bryce Morrison comes off the CoM 
this year. We take this opportunity 
to thank him for his contribution 
over the past three years. 

POSTAL VERSUS PROXY VOTING
IS CHALLENGED!

The adoption of postal voting for the 
election of CoM members came under 
further scrutiny late into the 2002 
AGM. Shareholder Richard Charters 
sought during general business a 
resolution asking CoM to re-examine 
the abolition of proxy voting for 
elections.

T	he Incorporat ion enjoyed	
another year of strong revenues	
and took the decision to plough 

back over a half million dollars into farm 
improvements. Chairman Hamuera 
Mitchell told shareholders the 
Incorporation is still primarily a land-
based primary producing enterprise, and 
therefore must invest to protect its core 
business during times of good commodity 
prices. 

In summary, the operating surplus before 
development, new shareholder 
programmes, tax and stock write-offs 
was $986,172, compared to $798,772 
last year. This operating surplus allowed

ELECTION RESULTS

SUMMARY OF INCORPORATION’S 
ANNUAL REPORT 2002

a $536,000 investment in farm 
improvement and new initiatives for 
shareholders while delivering a final after 
tax profit of $288,232. The dividend 
payment to shareholders was 10 cents 
per share although the Incorporation was 
asked to increase this next year.

SAFEGUARDING & IMPROVING 
CORPUS LANDS

The development programme on the farms 
included a major gorse removal 
programme, pasture renewal, fertility 
build up, improvements to fences, yards 
and water and dairy farm raceways, and 
an environmental plan for all the blocks.

KEY TO FUTURE GROWTH IS HIGH 
VALUE REAL ESTATE AND TOURISM

Key property development projects at 
Basley Road and on Crater Lake will make 
considerable contributions to growing 
the wealth of the Incorporation over the 
next 24 months.

Much of this new business growth is 
likely to take place through the 
Incorporation’s subsidiary company, 
Whakaue Holdings Ltd, or some other 
suitable vehicle. 

WIDER BENEFITS TO NGATI 
WHAKAUE

A new education strategy, in partnership 
with Pukeroa Oruawhata Trust and the 
Ngati Whakaue Education Endowment 
Trust, has been launched to ascertain 
how best to assist members of Ngati 
Whakaue to gain value from education.

Another exciting development for 2002 
has been the Te Tira Tangata leadership 
programme, which is also well underway.

Development investment includes new raceways

Aerial shot of Wharenui Farm



In 1980 the Maori Trustee returned 
Pukeroa Oruawhata Lands to beneficial 
owners under the Pukeroa Oruawhata 
Trust.  Up until then, the lands were 
administered by the Maori Trustee under 
regulations prescribed by the Crown with 
very little, if any, input from the owners.

The Trustees who have steered the 
present course for the Trust are Malcolm 
Short, Alec Wilson, Stuart Harris, David
Rangitauira and Pihopa Kingi.

RETURN OF HISTORIC LANDS

Since regaining control, the Trustees 
have vigilantly pursued a policy of 
ensuring that any lands rightfully 
belonging to the beneficial owners of 
Pukeroa Oruawhata are returned to the 
Trust’s control. In the case of lands that 
have been inappropriately alienated, the 
Trust has taken grievance claims against 
the Crown, as well as pursuing others 
with the Waitangi Tribunal.

The beneficiaries of the Trust are 
principally those connected by 
whakapapa back into the six koromatua 
of Ngati Whakaue.

A FOCUS ON COMMERCIAL SUCCESS

The Trust, either directly or through its 
subsidiary company, now administers 
the original land-holding, plus the ex 
Railway Reserve land, and has grown 
the combined asset base to a figure in 
excess of $54 million.

PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVES

The Trust’s purpose, as identified in the 
2002 revised strategic plan, is “to 
manage and enhance the land and assets 
for the advantage of our beneficial 
owners”.

An important principle that the Trust 
operates on is the recognition of our 
tribal ownership and the enforcement 
of Tino Rangatiratanga.

The Trust’s objectives fall into five 
categories: ancestral lands, business 
activities, distributions, beneficiaries 
and legislation.

GIFTED RESERVES

At the time that Rotorua was formed, a 
number of areas -126 parcels of lands 
in total – were set aside as Gifted 
Reserves. There are two issues that the 
Trust is dealing with at present:

•	Ownership of the Gifted Reserves: Over 
the years the Crown has assumed 
ownership of this land. The Trust is 
seeking the return of these lands to 
Ngati Whakaue ownership and is 
optimistic about a resolution early in 
the new year.

•	Administration of the Gifted Reserves: 
In 1996, the Trust signed a Protocol 
Agreement with the Rotorua District 
Council  to provide for joint 
administration of the Ngati Whakaue

Gifted Lands. This results in the Council 
managing the Gifted Reserves as they 
do other municipal properties – 
employing their own resources in the 
care such as mowing and gardens – 
but requires that they, the Council, 
consult with the Trust “with regard to 
significant or important decisions 
which the Council may intend to make”.

SURVEY RESULTS

A survey of beneficial owners was 
conducted at the Annual General Meeting 
held on 21 September 2002. The owners 
were asked to rank, in order of priority, 
eight separate options for dealing with 
the surplus funds currently held by the 
Trust, which amount to around $2.1 
million.

A total of 75 owners participated in the 
survey.

A strong preference was shown for 
investing funds to provide for dividends 
and Kaumatua Grants. The Trustees will 
now consider implementing strategies 
to achieve this.

PUKEROA ORUAWHATA TRUST
SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING
A special general meeting for shareholders in Pukeroa Oruawhata Trust 
will be held on 15 March to appoint a sixth member to the Trust.
Expressions of interest from those who wish to be considered for this 

posit ion are invited. Please phone 343 0150 or emai l  

peg@hultonpatchell.co.nz for an application form. The closing date for

expressions of interest is February 5.

Excerpt from the Pukeroa Oruawhata 
Strategic Plan 2002
OBJECTIVES
1.	 Ancestral Lands
1.1	To have all relevant historical lands 

returned to our control.
1.2	To exercise protocol rights over 

Rotorua Township Reserve Lands.
1.3	To terminate inappropriate perpetual 

leases.
1.4	To negotiate compensation for lost 

lands.
2.	 Business Activities
2.1	To diversify the use of our assets.
2.2	To pursue market returns.
2.3	To achieve sustainable profits.
2.4	To maximise business effectiveness.
3.	 Distributions
3.1	To pay dividends and make other 

distributions.
4.	 Beneficiaries
4.1	To broaden, develop and promote 

their well-being.
4.2	To ensure effective communication.
4.3	To maintain all relevant political, 

commercial, cultural and social 
affiliations.

5.	 Legislation
5.1	To monitor and review legislation as 

applicable to the Trust.
5.2	To pursue the most effective 

legislation framework to achieve 
autonomy, including Treaty of 
Waitangi recognition.



Whilst the result will only be an 
approximation, we will then have a base 
level of data that will be used in future to 
provide benchmarks to measure the impact
of key activities that we undertake.

The research is expected to be complete by 
March / April next year. 

In the meantime a number of key education 
projects are ready to be kicked off. We’ll 
keep you updated.

KORERO MAI
We welcome your feedback on the issues raised in Whakaue News. Or there may be something you would like to read about in the next 
issue. E-mail us at : whakaue.news@ngatiwhakaue.iwi.nz or contact the Management Office.
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T	epora Emery has been appointed to	
the Ngati Whakaue Education	
Endowment Trust Board.  Tepora is a 

Lecturer and Programme Leader of the Adult 
Teacher Education & Training Programmes 
at Waiariki Institute of Technology. Tepora

has 18 years’ work experience in education 
and has a Masters of Social Science degree 
with 1st Class Honours. 

She has worked at all levels from Kohanga 
Reo to Tertiary.  Her contribution and support 
towards the Board’s educational initiatives 
will be invaluable. We welcome Tepora onto 
the Board and look forward to working with 
her.  

Trust Board Members are:		

MEMBERS	 APPOINTED BY:		

Malcolm Short (Chair)	 Pukeroa Oruawhata Trust	

Pita Anaru	 Pukeroa Oruawhata Trust	

John Murray	 Pukeroa Oruawhata Trust	

Rachel Jones	 Pukeroa Oruawhata Trust	

Fred McRae	 Pukeroa Oruawhata Trust	

Tepora Emery	 Pukeroa Oruawhata Trust	

John Perrin	 Rotorua Boys High School	

Del Rei	 Rotorua Girls High School	

James Schuster	 Rotorua Lakes High School	

Maria Tini	 John Paul College	

Violet Pelham-Waerea	 Western Heights High School

NEW APPOINTMENT TO
EDUCATION ENDOWMENT BOARD

T	he Education Strategy Co-ordination	
Committee, in conjunction with the	
Ministry of Education,have initiated a 

scoping study which will identify an
education profile for Ngati Whakaue.

The research will focus on the collation and 
analysis of statistics presently collected 
about Ngati Whakaue and Maori in our rohe 
by education institutes from pre-school to 
tertiary.

EDUCATION STRATEGY

Since the publication of the last “Whakaue 
News” there has been a great response to 
the tribal register, with forms coming in 
from all parts of the country – and a few 
from overseas as well.

Remember:

•	 The register is for ALL of Ngati Whakaue 
and not just the owners/shareholders of 
NWTLI and Pukeroa-Oruawhata Trust. So 
please encourage your tamariki, 
mokopuna and members of your wider 
whanau to register.

•	 We require a copy of your birth certificate 
to complete your registration.

•	 We are seeking information on which 
“koromatua” – or hapu of Ngati Whakaue 
you most strongly affiliate too.

•	 There is the “Tribal Register” booklet 
available for purchase - $2 if you call in 
to pick it up, or $5 if you want us to 
post it.

•	 For those members of the whanau who 
are overseas, the registration form and 
other information is available on our 
website: www.ngatiwhakaue.iwi.nz

P	lease let the overseas whanau know 	
about our website:		

www.ngatiwhakaue.iwi.nz

That way they can keep in touch with what’s 
happening back home.

WEBSITE

TRIBAL
REGISTER


